
 

 

St. John’s on Strawtown Road 
1963-2013 

 

 
 

Join us to CELEBRATE 

50 years on Strawtown Road 

 

 

Sunday, June 9, 2013 

10:00 am, Service of Rededication 

Visitation by The Rt. Rev. Andrew D. Smith 
Assistant Bishop of New York 

 

 

Lunch to follow 

 

and 

 

Demonstration by the Amazing Grace Circus 
featuring Mr. Amazing 

 
 

RSVP for lunch by May 28 
845-634-3601; stjohnsnewcity@gmail.com 

stjohnsnewcity.net 
 
 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church –365 Strawtown Road -New City, NY  10956 

mailto:stjohnsnewcity@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church –365 Strawtown Road -New City, NY  10956 

stjohnsnewcity.net 
 
 

 On Sunday, June 9, St. John’s Episcopal Church in New City, NY will celebrate the 50
th

 

anniversary (1963-2013) of the dedication of their current church building at 365 Strawtown 

Road.  The Rt. Rev. Andrew D. Smith, Assistant Bishop of New York, will officiate at this  

10:00 am Service of Rededication.  Lunch and a demonstration by the Amazing Grace Circus 

will follow.  This anniversary is the first of a two-part celebration, concluding in 2016 with the 

150
th

 anniversary of the founding of St. John’s Church. 

 

 Founded on the steps of the Rockland County Courthouse in 1866, the tiny first church 

building in downtown New City (on Second and Main Streets) was built in 1869.  In the early 

1960s the growing parish decided to build a new church at the current location when land on 

Strawtown Road was gifted to the church.  The church at 365 Strawtown Road was dedicated on 

June 17, 1963.  It is approximately 1½ miles from downtown New City, on over four acres of 

land which abuts Lake DeForest, a 4½-mile long reservoir surrounded by a heavily wooded 

buffer.  The church building was constructed to resemble one of Rockland County’s earlier 

barns.  Over 3,500 square feet of floor space is open under trusses that soar over 40 feet high to 

create a vast open space.   

 

 Shortly thereafter, a residence (rectory) for the priest was built on the property and by the 

end of the 1960s an education wing was added to the church/office building.  For more than 25 

years the education wing housed the Tappan Zee Community Nursery School and now is the 

home of Bambini Preschool and Universal PreK.   

 

 Many in the community have attended 16 years of St. John’s Art Auctions from the mid-

1990s through 2010, which, in addition to helping the church, provided important outreach to the 

community.  People to People was one such beneficiary of that outreach and helping the hungry 

in our community is a priority of the parish. 

 

 There are several families at St. John’s who still remember the old church building and a 

number of current parishioners were baptized at the original church.  There have been four full-

time rectors at St. John’s at 365 Strawtown Road.  The parish is currently in an interim period 

while searching for their next priest. 

 

 All are welcome at the 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration.   

 

 

Email for additional information or to rsvp for June 9 (by May 28):  stjohnsnewcity@gmail.com 
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